
STATEMENT FROM GOVERNOR ANDREW M. CUOMO WELCOMING PRESIDENT 
TRUMP BACK TO NEW YORK  

 
 
"Mr. President, welcome back to New York, the progressive capital of the nation.  
   
"Despite being a native New Yorker, since you took office, you have attacked our 
healthcare, passed a tax law that punished New York in order to fund corporate tax 
cuts, ripped immigrant New Yorkers from their families, launched an assault on our 
environment, and undermined the basic values on which this state and this nation were 
built.  
   
"You say you want to make this country great again, but you have clearly forgotten what 
made this country great in the first place. Perhaps you can use this trip to New York to 
help you remember what truly makes this state and this nation great.  
   

"While in Utica, I urge you to meet with the immigrants and refugees who are breathing 
new life into the city, which has a higher proportion of immigrants than any other city in 
upstate New York.  
   

"I urge you to visit Seneca Falls, where women first fought for equal rights—a legacy 
New York is fighting to uphold against your administration's ongoing attacks on women.  
   
"I urge you to visit Westchester, where jobs are on the rise and the economy is booming 
despite your partisan and punitive tax policies that are directly responsible for home 
sales dropping 18 percent.  
   
"I urge you to visit the new Buffalo, where an economic renaissance is transforming the 
city without resorting to harmful tariffs or trying to revive the industries of yesterday.  
   
"I urge you to visit the beautiful Long Island beaches and thriving marine economy that 
are threatened by your administration's reckless proposal to drill off our shores. In New 
York, we are advancing the strongest environmental program in the nation, and we say 
no way, no how to your continued assault on our planet.  
  
"I urge you to meet with Mr. Pablo Villavicencio, a father, husband and aspiring 
American citizen who was torn away from his family and locked away for 53 days 
because of your anti-immigrant agenda. I was proud to fight for his freedom and will 
always stand with our immigrant communities against your un-American policies.   
   
"I urge you to visit the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, a symbol of New York's 
proud building spirit, constructed by the men and women of organized labor, that today 
is setting the example for your administration that pledged but failed to follow through on 
your own rebuilding efforts.  
   



"And I urge you to visit the Leadership and Public Service High School in New York 
City, where I joined students there who, along with others across our state and nation, 
are calling for action on gun safety. While your administration remains beholden to the 
NRA and ignores the young people crying out for change, New York is proud to be 
taking on the NRA and moving to strengthen our nation-leading gun safety laws to keep 
our communities safe.  
   
"Mr. President, I urge you to visit the Statue of Liberty in our harbor to remember the 
American promise made to your grandfather when he first came to this country as an 
immigrant—the promise of equality, hope and opportunity for all.  
   
"Perhaps then you will remember what made this country great."  
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